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I am very happy to see everyone once again at the International Music Festival NIPPON 2024.

It has been ten years since our music festival began. Even during the three-year Covid-19 pandemic
period, the relatively small number of concerts we were able to present gave us opportunities to encounter
outstanding young musicians from Japan, as well as audiences who were in sympathy with and inspired

by their performances, and to experience renewed joy.

In 2024, wonderful and diverse musicians from Japan and around the world will gather at the festival
once again. We are pleased to present orchestra concerts in which the Viennese maestro Sascha
Goetzel —with whom I studied violin at the Juilliard School and who subsequently became a
conductor — will lead the Festival Orchestra, an ensemble brought together especially for this music
festival. Also featured are a Schumann chamber music marathon following the previous edition’s Brahms
chamber music marathon and, in the chamber music project and the Museum Concert which will focus

on 19th and 20th century Vienna, the premiere of a commissioned work by Akio Yasuraoka.

With our ten-year history, a special feature of this music festival is that those who previously participated

as master class students are returning to participate in the festival as musicians.

I would like to express my sincere thanks once again to the corporations that have provided continued
support, and to everyone who has helped make the festival possible.
Akiko Suwanai

Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2024
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Museum Concert
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February 18 Sun. 19:00 Nagoya Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology, Entrance Lobby
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L. v. Beethoven: Duo for Viola and Cello in E-flat major, WoO 32 "With 2 Obbligato Eyeglasses”
B E (FLoD) 1st Mov.: (Allegro)
FOME I XTIy FLY Ly 2nd Mov.: Minuetto. Allegretto
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Akio Yasuraoka: {Stella Binaria) per 2Violini
Commissioned Work by International Music Festival NIPPON(Worldpremiere) <2023>
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W. A. Mozart: Clarinet Quintet in A major, K.581

FIRE 770 1st Mov.: Allegro
PREE I SVT v 2nd Mov.: Larghetto
FEIME I AX Ty 3rd Mov.: Menuetto

BARKE 7L Lybar - IrUP V1A —= 4th Mov.: Allegretto con variazion
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Violin: Akiko Suwanai, Benjamin Schmid
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Viola: Yasuhiro Suzuki
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Cello: Jens-Peter Maintz
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Clarinet: Paul Meyer
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Program Notes
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Akiko Suwanai (violin/Artistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2024)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has performed
with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris,
Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel, Dutoit, and Sawallisch, just
to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals including the BBC Proms,
Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin divisions of the Queen Elisabeth
International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours International Long-Thibaud-Crespin in
2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since 2012, Akiko Suwanai has been Artistic Director of
the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and produces. She has released 15 CDs on the Decca label.
Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of Toho
Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist Overseas Training
program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in Music from the Juilliard
School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed the doctor of arts program and
received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany’s qualification for outstanding musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin c1732, on long-term loan from Dr. Ryuiji
Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.
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Benjamin Schmid (violin)

Winner of the Carl Flesch Competition in 1992. Benjamin Schmid has performed with
renowned orchestras such as the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Seiji
Ozawa, the London Philharmonic Orchestra, Saint Petersburg Philharmonic
Orchestra, and Concertgebouw Orchestra. He has released over 60 CDs and received
numerous awards including the German Record Critics’ Award. He is also highly
acclaimed for his jazz improvisations. Schmid is a professor at the Mozarteum
University Salzburg. He has served as a jury member for international competitions
including the ARD International Music Competition Munich.

Yasuhiro
Suzuki
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Yasuhiro Suzuki (viola)

Yasuhiro Suzuki is a principal solo violist with the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony
Orchestra. Suzuki has won many prizes, including 1st Prize in the high school division
of the Tokyo round of the 47th Student Music Concours of Japan. Suzuki trained at the
Karajan Academy in Germany starting in 2001, and became an associate member of
the Berlin Philharmonic. His wide-ranging activities also include appearances at the
Saito Kinen Festival and the Miyazaki International Music Festival. He participated in
the International Music Festival NIPPON2020 and 2022.
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Jens Peter
Maintz
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Jens-Peter Maintz (celo)

In 1994, he won first prize at the ARD International Music Competition, which had
previously not been awarded to a cellist for 17 years till then. He has been principal
cellist of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra since 2006, at the invitation of Claudio
Abbado. He has appeared as a soloist under the baton of conductors such as Vladimir
Ashkenazy, Herbert Blomstedt. Since 2004 he has been professor at Berlin University
of the Arts.
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Paul Meyer (Carinet)

A clarinetist at the international pinnacle of his field in both name and brilliance, Paul
Meyer combines consummate technique with outstanding musicianship and a rich,
elegant tone. Widely active as a soloist, chamber musician and conductor, Meyer is a
member of Les Vents Frangais, a group he formed together with some of the finest
French woodwind players of our time.




